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PRESIDENT TELLS CONGRESS
IT WILL KNOW OF ALL HE

DOES AT PEACE CONFERENCE

TEXT OF PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS
MADE TO CONGRESS TODAY

attempted; their aptitude at tasks to

Expresses Hope for Its
Co-operation and

That of Public.

PRINCIPLES ACCEPTED
MADE TRIP ESSENTIAL

Republicans Show Disapproval of
Plan by Their Silence—No
Questions Asked Executive.

President Wilson announced at a

soint session of the Senate and House
1uday his plans for attending the peace
conference abroad and submitted a
vumber of suggestions regarding re-
. wonstruction in this counntry.
' The disapproval of the determina-
‘1ion of the President to go abroad at
this time which has developed among
jiembers of Congress of both parties
vas made manifest when republican
{ members and many of the democratic
‘genators remained stolidly seated
i when the democrats of the House
‘vose and cheered the President's
statement that he would attend the
peace conference.

The assemblage presented a strange
appearance, one-half of the persons
o the floor of the House standing
nnd applauding, while the other half
sat silent.

Power to Sign Bills While Absent.

Tiardly had the President left the
chamber before a discussion broke out
«n the floor of the House, led by Rep-
resentative Mann, as to the power of
the President to sign bills passed by
t’ongress when he is out of this coun-

try, as he planned to do while abroad.

When the House met at noon and was
ralled to order by Speaker Champ Clark
the roll wag called and 35¢ membgrs
pnawered to their names. The Speaker
unnounced that a quorum was present,
#nd upon motion of Majority Leader
Kitchin the resolution was adopted un-
Mes=zrs. Kitchin, Sherley and
“Mann were appointed a committee to
1.otify the President of the United States
t1hat the House was ready to receive any
tummunication he had to make.

Mr. Kitchin then offered a resolution
providing that the House take a recess
until 1 o'clock to meet in joint session
with the Senate and receive a message
srom the Preésident of the Unite® States.
'The House then took a recess until 1
o'clock.

President Wilson formally an-
nounced his intention to go to Paris
for the peace conference, saying the
kllied governments have accepted
principles enunciated by him for peace
pnd it is his paramount duty to be

sent.

The President =aid he will be in
‘:se touch by cable and wireless and
4¥at Congress will know all that he
tioes ‘on the other side.

He expressed the hope that he would
have the co-operation of the public
mnd of Congress, saying through the
cables and wireless constant counsel

Gentlemen of the Congress; The year
thal has elapsed since I last stood be-
fore you to fulfill my constitutional
duty to give to the Congress from
time to time information on the state
of the Union has been so crowded
With great events, great processes
and great results that I cannot hope
to give you an adequate picture of its
transactions or of the far-reaching
changes which have been wrought in
the life of our nation and of the world.
You have yourselves witnessed these
things, as I have. It is too soon to
assess them: and we who stand in
the midst of them and are part of
them are less qualified than men of
another generation will be to say
what they mean, or even what they
"have been. But some great outstand-
ing facts are unmistakable and con-
stitute, in a sense, part of the public,
buSiness with which it is our duty
to deal. To state them is to set the
stage for the legislative and execu-
tive action which must grow out of
them and which we have yet to shape
and determine.

A vear ago we had sent 145,918 men
overseas,
1,950,513, an average of 162,542 each
month, the number in fact rising, in
May last to 245,951, in June to 278,760,
in July to 307,182, and continuing to
reach similar figures in August and
September—in August 289.570 and in
September 257,438. No' such move-
ment of troops ever took place before,
across 3,000 miles of sea, followed by
adequate equipment and supplies. and
carried safely through extraordinary
dangers of attack—dangers which
were alike strange and infinitely dif-
ficult to guard against. In all this
movement only 758 men were lost by
enemy atiack—630 of whom were
upon ‘2 single English transport
which was sunk near the Orkney
1slands.

Given Support of Industries.

1 need not tell you what lay back
of this great movement of men and
material. 1t is not invidious to Bay

that back eof it lay a suppeorting or-
gunization of the industries of the
country and of all its productive ac-
tivities more complete, more thorough
in method and effective in result, more
gpirited and unanimous in purpose and
effort than any other great belligerent
had been able to effect. We profited
greatly by the experience of the na-
tions which had already been engaged
for nearly three years in the exigent
and exacting business, their every re-
source and every executive proficiency
taxed to the utmost. . We were their
pupils. But we learned quickly and
scted with a promptness and a readi-
ness of co-o tion . that justify our
great pride that we were able to serve
the world with unparalleled energy and
dquick accomplishment. ;
But it is not the physical seale and
executive efficlency of preparation,
supply. egquipment and dispateh that
I would dwell upon, but the mettle
and quality of the officers and men
we sent over and of the sailors who
Lept the seas, and the apirit of the
nation that stood behind them. No
soldlers or sailors ever proved them-
selves more gquickly ready for the
test of battle or acguitted themselves
with more spléndid courage and
achievement when put to the test,
Those of us who.played some part
in directing the great processes by
which the war was pushed irresistibly
forward to the final triumplt may

inow forget all that and delight our

thoughts with the story of what our
men did. Their officers understood

:the grim and exacting task they had

undertaken and performed it with an
audacity, efficiency and unhesitating

nnd advice would be possible.

teferring to his announcement that,
‘he French and British governments
l,ad removed all cable restrictions
npen the transmission of news of the
coenferetce to America, the President
said he had taken over the Ameri-,
«:in cable systems on expert advice so
®s to make a unified system available.

The President devoted the greater|
part of his address 10 a discussioul
of the war and its results and to;
domestic and economic problems con- |
erning this country. He dealt with|
vonservation, shipping. taxation and
railroads, together with other less|
exigent subjects. On the railroad;
problem the President said he had no
golution to offer, but he urged care-
Tul study by Congress.

The President declared he stood
7eady to release the rallrpads from
sovernment control whene¥er a sat-|
¢sfactory plan of readjustment could
e worked out.

No definite program of reconstruc-
1ion can be outlined now, Mr. Wilson
taid, but as soon as the armistice was
rigned government control of busi-
s:ess and. industry was released as far
s possible. 1Ie expressed the hope
that Congress would not object to
vonferring upon the War Trade Board
wr some other agency the right of fix-
g export priorities to assure ship-
snant of fuod to starving people
nhroad.

The President said ha hoped to see
2 formal declaration eof peace by
ireaty “by the time spring has come.”

Paying tribute to tre people’s con-
duct in war, he spoke particularly of
the work of women and again ap-
pealed for woman suffrage by fed-
cral amendment.

President’s Entrance Applauded,

The President’s entrance into the
FHouse chamber was the signal for ap-
vlause. Some of the democratic mem-
Lers cheered. On the republican side
the applause was consliderably milder.

Speaker Clark and Vice Prealdent
Marshall oecupied the rostrum when
11ie President was escorted into the
«liamber by a committee consisting of
Senators AMartin, Hitchcook, Simmons,
wodge and Kellogg and Representa-
tives Kitchin, Sherley, Flood, Mann
# 0d Gillett.

The House chamber was a mass of
humanity. Every avallable space was
aecupied. The corridors outside the
chamber were fllled with hundreds of
Jdisappointed men and women who had
lioped to see and hear the President,

Crowds Throng Corridors.

The galleries fllled early. The mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps and
their wives were present. In the

executive gallery Mrs. Wilson and
Mrs. McAdoo oecupled prominent
seats. On the floor of the House, in
additlon to the senators and repre-
sentatives, the members of the Su-
preme Court, of the President's cabi-
¢t and the heads of the foreign
«:ubassies and legations were seated.
The Senate, headed by the Vice
i*resident, entered the House chamber
~aortly before 1 o'elock. The Vice!
ident was applauded when he as-
ad the rostrum.
Sg large were the crowds in the cor-
dors that the doorkeepers of> the
iTouse chamber had closed the door
through which the Senate was com-
ing before all the Senators were In-

side, fearing that persons not entitled
to the floor might enter. Several times
ile door had to be opened to admit
£enators. One clerk succeeded in

e
——

courage that touch the story of con-
voy and battle with fmperishable
distinction at every turn, whether the
enterprise was great or small—from
their great chiefs Pershing and Sims,
down to the youngest lieutenant; and
their men were worthy of them—such
inen as hardly need to be command-

and go to their terrible adven-

liui‘e blithely and with the quick in-

telligence of those who know Jjust
what it is they would accomplish.

1 am Proud to be the fellow country-
man of men of such stuff and wvalor.
Those of us who stayed at home did our
duty; the war could not have been won
or the gallant men who fought it given
their opportunity to win it otherwise;
but for many a long day we shall think
ourselves “accurs’d we were not there,
and hold our manhoods cheap while any
speaks that fought’’. with. these at St.
Mihiel or Thierry. The memory of those
days of triumphant battle will go with
these fortunate men to their graves;
and each will have his favorite memory.
+0ld men forget; yet all shall be fargot,
but he’ll remember with advantages
what feats he did that day!”

Turn Tide to Victery.

What we all thank God for with deep-
est gratitude is that our men went in

force into the line of battle just at the
critical moment, when the whole fate
of the world seemed to hang in the bal-
ance, and threw their fresh strength into
the ranks of freedom in* time to turn
the whole tide and sweep of the fateful
struggle—turn it once for all, so that
thenceforth it was back, back, back for
their enemies, always back, never again
forward! -After that it wds only a'scant
four months before the co! ers of
the central empires knew themselves
beaten, and now their very empires are
in liguidation! il %
And through : fine L]
was—what unity of
pul seal ! What
elevation of purpose
splendid display of strength, its umtir-
ing accomplishment. I‘ have said that
those of us who stayed at home to do
the work of organization and supply will
always wish that we had been with the
men who we sustained by our labor,
but we can never be ashamed. It has
been an inspiring thing to be here in the
midst of fine men who had turned aside
from every private interest of their
own and devoted the whole of their
trained capacity to the tasks that sup-
plled the sinews of the whole great un-
dertaking! 'The patriotism, the unsel-
fishneas, the thoroughgoing devotion and
distinguished capacity that marked their
toilzsome labors, day after day, month
after month, have made them fit mates
and comrades of the men in the trenches
and on the sea. And not the men here
in W only. They have but
directed the wvast- achievement. - -
Throughout innumerables factories,

upon innumerable farms, in the depths | Iabo

of coal mines and iron mines and cop-
per mines, wherever the stuffs of in-
dustry were to be obtained and pre-
pared, in the shipyards, on the rail-
ways, at the docks, on the sea, in
every labour that was needed to sus-
tain the battle lines, men have vied
with each other to do their part and
do it well. They can look any man-
at-arms in the face, and say, We also
strove to win and gave the best that
was In us to make our fleets and
armies sure of their triumph!

Gives Praise to Women.

" And what shall we say of
al::l_cg:n u:hslr instant
touched; &m capacity
tion and om,
their action

the sffsctivepess

tthe wom-

Since then we have sent |

which they had never before set their
hands; their utter self-sacrifice alike

in what they did and in what they.
gave? Their contribution to the great !

result is beyond appraisal. They have
added a new luster to the annals of
American womanhood.

The least tribute we can pay them
is to make them the equals of men
in political rights as they have proved
themselves their equals in every field
of practical work they have entered,
whether for themselves or for their
country. These great days of com-
pleted achievement would be sadly
marred were we to omit that act of
Justice. Besides the immense prac-
tical-services they have rendered, the

women of the country have been the
the systematic |

moving spirita in
economies by which our people have
voluntarily assisted to supply the

Bﬂﬂerins peoples of the world and !

the armies upon every front with

food and everything else that we had

that might serve the common cause.
The details of such a story can never

be fully wirtten, but we carry them
at our hearts and thank God that we !

gnhsay that we are the kinsmen of
chn.

And now we are sure of the great
triumph for which every sacrifice
was made. It has come, come in its
completeness, and with the pride and
inspiration of these days of achieve-
ment quick within us we turn to the
tasks of peace again—a peace secure
against the violence of irresponsible
monarchs and ambitious military co-
teries and made ready for a new or-
der, for new foundations of justice
and falr dealing.

Seeks International Safety.

We are about to give order and or-
ganization to this peace not only for
ourselves, but for the other peoples
of the world as well, so far as they

will suffer us to serve them. It is in-
ternat:pnal justice that we seek, not
domestic safety merely. Our thoughts

have dwelt of late upon Europe, upon |
Asia, upon the near and the far east, |

very little upon the acts of peace and

PASSING THE BUCK.

RUMELY INDICTED
AS GERNAN AGENT

'Alleged  Representative in
Newspaper Purchase Held
on Two Counts.

accommodation that wait to be per-'

formed at our own doors.

“hile_ we are adjusting our rela-
tions with the rest of the world is it
not of capital importance that we
should clear away all grounds of mis-
understanding with our immedlate
neighbors and give proof of friend-
ship we really feel? I hope that the
members of the Senate will permit me
to speak once more of the unratified
treaty of friendship and adjustment
with the republic of Colombia. I very
earnestly urge upon them an early
and favorable action upon that wvital
matier. I believe that they will faal.
with mae, at the stage of affairs Is
now set for such action ae. will be
not only just but genereus and in the
Bpirit of the new age upon which we
have g0 happily entered.

8o far as eur domestic affairs are
concerned the problem of our return
to peficd is & 'problem of economic and
industrial readjustiment. That prob-
lem s lees serious for us than it may
turn out to be for the nations which

‘have suffered the disarrangements

and the losses of war longer than we.
Our people, moreover, do not wait to
be coached and led. They know their
own business, are quick and resource-
ful at every readjustment, definite in
purpose and self-reliant in action.
Any leading strings we might seek

to put them in would speedily become !
hiopelessly tangled because they would |
pay'no attention to them and go their|
own way. All that we can do as their |

legislative and executive gervants is
to mediate the process of change here,
there, and elsewhere as we may.
have heard much counsel as to the
plans that should be formed and per-
sonally conducted to a happy consum-
mation, but from no quarter have I
seen any general scheme of “recon-
struction” emerge which I thought it
likely we could force our spirited
business men and self-reliant laborers
to accept with due pliancy and obedi-
ence.

Armistice Removes Many Agencies

While the war lasted we set up many
agencies by which to direct the in-
dustries of the country in the serviceas
it was necessary for them to render,
by which to make sure of an abundant
supply of the materials needed, by

which to check undertakin thai
could for the time be dlspehaﬁ wltltx
and. stimulate those that were most
serviceable in war, by which to gain
for the purchasing departments of the
government of certain control over the
prices of essential articles and ma-
terials, by which to restrain trade
with alien enemies, make the most of
the available shipping, and systemat-
ize flnancial transactions, both public
and private, so that there would be
no unnecessary conflict or confusion,
—by Which, in short, to put every
materi energy of the country in
harness to draw the common load and
make of us one team in the accom-
plishment of a great task. But the
moment we knew the armistice to
have been signed we took the harness
off.
Raw materials upen which the
government had kept its hand for
fear there should not be enough for
the industries that supplied the
?.rtmlg: _haver:laan r:l%ued and put
nto the gene market again. Great
industrial plants whose whols out-
put and machinery had been taken
over for the uses of the government
have been set free to return-to the
uses to which they were put-before
the war. It has not been possible
to remove 80 readily or so quickly
the control of foodstuffs and of ship-
ping, because the world has still to
be few from our granaries and the
ships are still needed to send sup-
plies to our men oversea and to bring
the men back as fast as the dis-
turbed conditions on the other gide
of the water permit; but even there
restraints are being relaxed as much
as possible and more and more as
the weeks, g0. bx. .

Never before have there been agen-
cies in existence in this country
which knew 8o much of the fleld of

-

stggnl‘y'.r- :)t E::bor tnd;:;u-ywas
e t
1R e Board, oo Tabor .

the food administration, and the

administration have known sincs their
rs became thoroughly systema-
tized; and they have not been isolated
agencies; they have been directed by
men Wwho represented the permanent
department of the government and
s0 have been the centers of unified
and co-operative action. It has been
the policy of the executive, therefore,
since the armistice was assured
(which is in effect a complete sub-
mission of the enemy) to put the
knowledge of these bodies at the dis-
posal of the business men of the coun-
try and to offer their Intelligent me-
diation at every point and in every
matter where it was desired. It is
surprising how fast the process of

'ACTION IS TAKEN HERE

Edward A. Bumely of New York,
said to have been the agent of Ger-
many in the purchase of the New York
Evening Mail, was indicted here by
the grand jury today on 8 charge of
failing to réport to the aliem property
cutodian German ownership of prop-
erty. Rumely is under indictment in
New York on a charge of perjury in
connection with a report made by him.

The indictment is in two counts.
One charges that Rumely October 17,
1617, and since had the custody and
control of certain shares of stock in
the S. S. McClure Newspaper Corpora-
tion for and on behalf of an enemy of
the United States, the imperial Ger-
m:.n government, and that he gfailed
and omitted to disclose this fact in
hie report to the alien property cusio-
dian. The second count alleges that
Rumely falled and omitted to make
known to Mr. A. Mitchell Palmer, the
custodian, that October 6 1917, and
since he was indebted-to the imperial
German government in the sum of
£1,451,700.

Duty to Make Report.

The indictment sets forth that after
the passage of the trad;&g-w;tn-the-
enemy act October 6, 1917, it became
and was the duty of any person in the
United States who had custody or
control of any property of, for or on
behalf of an enemy of the TUnited
States to report the fact to the alien
property custodian. .

It is stated that this official had his
office for the transaction of business
in the District of Columbia and at no
other place and that failure to re-
port such custody of enemy property
pecame and was a crime committed
within the District of Columbia.

The penalty provided by the act for
the violation of any of ita provisions
is a fine not to exceed $10,000 or im-
prisonment not to exceed ten years, or

both.

Rubin Indicted for Larceny.

Benjamin Rubin, who “confessed” to
the murder of Eva Roy and escaped
from the Virginia jail, returning to
Washington, where he was appre-
hended, was indicted today by the
grand jury in two charges of larceny
and one of assaultl.

The grand jurors ignored a charge
of homicide against Lonis Washing-
ton, it being shown that he acted in
gelf-defense in killing George John-
gon September 13 last. A charge of
grand larceny agalnst Archie Adams
was ignored, as was an allegation of
robbery against Andrew Emith.

Other Indictments.

Others indicted and the charges
against them are: Howard Actor, Jo-
seph Avery, George M. Delsnider and
Owen P. Meade, joyriding; ‘Samuel J.
P. M and Frank West, non-
luppog; Jack Dale and Willlam
Braxton, essault; Edith Cruit, vio-
jating mection 4 of the penal code,
and Edward Ross and Grant Smith,
housebreaking.

WOULD DECLARE OFFICE
\OF PRESIDENT VACANT

Senator Sherman of Illinois, republi-
can, announced today that he would
introducs tomorrow a resolution to
declare vacant the office of President
because of Mr. Wilson's absence, and
pro that the President’s powers
and duties should immediately de-
volve upon the Vice Presldeat.

'Half of Money Pledged
to War Work Due Today
mmﬂsmum
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PLOTT0 RESTORE
KAISER REVEALED

Large Sums of Money in
Hands of Berlin Pro-Em-
\  peror Propagandists.

DISCOVERY FOILS SCHEME

Dismissed for Failure;
Not for Their Crimes

PARIS, December Z—~Ilscuss-
£ e B e, i Ger :
b S A R
emperor’s ‘act of Yemunéimtion,
according to a dispiteh to I’In-
formation, says: :

“The impressfon is made that
the Hokengollerns were dis-
misned only because they failed
to conguer and not beeause they
violated all laws of humanity.”

k

By the Assoclated Press,

LONDON, December 2.—A plot to
restore imperialism =and secura the
return of Emperor Willlam has been
discovered in Berlin, according to a
dispatch from Amsterdam to the Ex-
press,

According to the dispatch, which
was filed at Amsterdam on Friday, tife
chief men behind the plot were Field
Marshal wvon Mackensen, Gen. von
Born and Gen. Count Sixt von Arnim.
It is said that they instructed the
Prussian officers’ corps to carry on a
pro-emperor agitation, beginning im-
mediately after the demobilization of
the troops was completed. Large
sums of money are said to have been
placed at the disposal of the leaders
by munition makers,

Collapse of Plot Reported.

The plot collapsed, owing to the fact
that a secret service agent overheard
a telephone conversation. Many ar-
rests have been made in Berlin and
other cities, while the government has
long lists of suspects who had planned
to seize members of the present gov-
ernment.

No direct evidence of William Ho-
henzollern’s connection with the plot
has been found, it is said, but it Is be-
lleved that the outline of the plan
was brought to Berlin by twe of his
suite, who recently went to the Ger-
man capital for the ostensible purpose
of taking the wife of the formwr em-
peror to Amerongen, Holland.

Lieut. Dr. Gustav-EKrupp von Bohlen
js said to have been in control of the
financial arrangements. Field Marshal
von Mackensern is reported to have
attempted to induce Field Marshal von
Hindenburg to join, but the latter re-
fused, saying that he intended to re-
tire ‘after the demobilization of the
army.

The whole ' Prusslan court, it is
stated, was in sympathy with the plot-
‘ters, and it is said that Prince von
Buelow and Dr. George Michaelis, for-
mer imperial chancelior, had promised.
to help. The plan was to organize a
provisional government under Fleld
Marshal von Mackensen or some other
military leader and then urge William
Hohenzollern to return.,

Abdication of Prince Demanded.

PARIS, December 1 (Havas).—The
Petit Journal says it is convineced that
the associated powers will now de-

mand .the formal abdication of Fred-
erick William, the former German
crown prinee.

THE HAGUE, Saturday, November
80.—The Netherlands government has
appointed a commission to report on
the position which the former German
emperor occuples in Holland.. The re-
lationship of the Dutch government
to legal questions which may arise re-
‘William Hohensollern's ad-
mission to-and his stay in Holland also
will be Inquired into. The commission
consists'of B. C. J. Ledasr, Prof. A. A
E. Struycken and A. H. Alex.

Action “Surprises” England.

LONDON, Saturday, November 30.—
The formal abdication of the German
emperor caused surprise in England
It had been supposed on the strength
of the announcement made 5§ Prince
Maximilian of Baden, while chancellor
and the reports of the Berlin council
of soldiers’ and Workmen's delegates,
that William Hohenzollern had abdi- ]
gt&d before he left Germany for Hol-

= ;

The abdication ¢f the former German
crown prince was accepted here as a

fact on the sams s, but it is now
that, Fyedarick Willist ‘Reg

sociuted

GERMANS DISAGREE
ON ELECTION DATE

Majority Socialists Want
More Time—Indepen-
dents Urge Speed.

PEACE SOCIETY’S PLEA

PARIS, December 2.—~The Ger-
man veichsiag will be convoked
shorily, sccording to mewwpapers
in south Germany, says a Zurich
dispaich to L'Informatien.

BERLIN, Docamber 1 (by the As-
ited Prisgl1ythenvinion of the
majorty socialists and the bourgeoisic,

people’s commissionera for hoiding an
¢lection to the oconstituent assembly,
is too early. . It is maintained. that
more time i3 needed to put into effect
a pure socialist party.

The independent gocialists have
stated that threaténed separation of
the Rhine province and Bavaria makes
It imperative that an early election be
held. The bourgeois and soclalist
press agree that the soldlers’ and worl-
meén’s congréss, which meets December
16, will accept the election date.

Radical soclalists-have not yet ob-
tained control of the greater German
wireless =stations~ at Nauen and
Konigswusterhausen, but independent
socialists, in company with the Spar-
tacus group, have secured controi of
all home stations with a restricted
rgdius.

A resolution favoring the convening
of the national assembly at the earliest
possible moment was passed by a
meeting of the soldiers’ and workmen’s
council at the reichstar chambers yes-
terday. Out of the 300 in attendance
only two voted against the resolution.
The meeting was orderly.

Want Germans to Try Ex-EKaiser.

AMSTERDAM, December 2.—A
number of the soldiers and workmen's
councils In Germany have requested
the German government to have for-
mer Emperor William tried by a Ger-
man tribunal, according to a news
agency telegram from Berlinn The
agency telegram from Berlin The
goavernment, it is stated, will submit
the question to the national assembly.

Hindenburg Tolerates Red Flag.

AMETERDAAL, December 1.—Field
Marshal von Hindenburz has issued
a proclamation, according to the Co-
logne Volks Zeitung, declaring that
eonflicts with the soldiers’ and work-
mien’s councils will be avoided. He re- |
quested at the same time that the
central government instruct the coun-
cils to abstain from interfering with
the army commanders. -

play of the red flag “if it is dis-
played in a worthly manner,” says
the fleld marshal, and the same atti-
tude must be expected from the sol-
diers' and workmen's councils toward
troop emblems.

Silesia Threatsns to Secede.

. COPENHAGEN, December 1 (b;

Associated Preus.—mmle'g Eo.',"nf
cil at Breslau today sent an ultimatum
to the German government demand-
ing immediate convocation of the
constituent assembly and threatening
that - Silesia would =separate from
Prussia unless a satlsfactory answep
is received within forty-eight hours.

King of Wurttemburg Abdicates,
BERN, December 1.—F .
example of the former g:m‘ .tgg
peror, the King ef .Wurttemburg h
publicly abdicated. He remounces 1{2
crown-o:luy !In.hhl.la od:n name, making
no mention in 3
o it leclaration of the

COPENHAGEN, ‘Decamber 31—
vices from Bavaria say. the MM;
H S Nrr Aner s socialist, is 1

i, &
nsd satis slcope ot 18 mew-

LONDON, -Saturday, Nevembar 30—
Bavaria will open negotiations for &
separate peace with the entents aj.
AL

ap. & L
5(1. that the mptura.h:tween' hlt_gt;
governments of Berlin and Munich is
now complete.

The government of Germany { ot
ported by Field Marshal vonym’u::np_
burg, who placed the army at its dis-
posal, and refuses to resign or to dis-
bmiss Dr. W. 8. 8olf, foreign secretary
in the coalition cabimet, or Dr. Ma-
thias Erzberger.

German Peace Soclety’s Appesl.
BERN Thursday, November 38—

wrr Die "Frefheit, the date
2 fary 16, SRS OR SRISR ST

“No offencze will ba taken to the dis- |,

CONGRESS ASKED
T0 READIUST TAX
RATE IN CAPITAL

port Cite Large Unex-"
pended Balance.

WOULD STOP ASSESSING
INTANGIBLE PROPERTY

In Recommending Increased Water
Pacilities City’s Population Is
Placed at 526,248,

Directing attention to an unexpend-
ed balance of District revenues at the
end of the past fiscal year of more
than & million and a quarter dollars,
the Commissioners, in their annual re-
port for the Distriet of Columbia, sub-
mitted to Congresr today, suggest re-
peal of the tax on intangibls property
and readjustment of the tax rate in

the District.

Local revenues over and sbove all
charges made under the half-and-half
act have been growing at a rapid rate
during the past three years, the re-
port shows. At the end of the flscal
year 1916 there was an unexpended
balance in the United States Treasury
of $1,380,218.90; end of 1917, $673,-
733.77 and end of the past year, $1,-
226,732.79, for a total of $3,280,685.44.

Reason for Surplus,

The cause of the surplus, it is stated,
is the continuance of the tax rate of
$1.50 and the new tax upon intangi-

bles.

The Commissioners’ report is a com-
prehensive resume of the activities of
the several branches of the municipal
gov::iment during the fiscal year
ended June 30 last. It differs from
previous reports, however, in that it
touches upon certain added  dutles
that devolved upon the local govern-
ment heads and their subordinates in
the course of the war.

Important legislative recommenda-
tions, several of which have -‘been
contained in previous reports, are
submitted. Falling in the latter class
is the proposal that thers be enacted
a law which would enable holders of
tax titles to real estate to go into a
court of equity and obtain settlement.
Such a law, it is declared, is needed
to preclude willful evasion of tax
WMM % e S e AR

Markets Law.

newed. Need of a better law for the
regulation of the salé of firearms is
emphasized. . This need, -however, is
no greater, say the Commissioners,
than the need of .a stricter enforce-
ment of the present concealed-weapon
law in the courts.

Another renewed recommendation
is for the establishment in the Dis-
trict -of an institution for the .care of
feeble-minded persons. Legislation to
provide supervision for the so-called
“baby farms" also is urged. .

Acquisition of the Kiingle Valley
tract for park purposes once more is
recommended to Congresa.

The water situation is discussed at
length, the report showing that the
total mean daily consumption for the
year was 59,600,970 gallons,, as com-
pared with 51,454,000 gallons for the
preceding ¥year. The Commissioners
say they believe the present supply
of water to be ample only for & popu-
lation of 500,000 persons,” if properly
conserved. In another section of the
report they estimate the population
at more than 500,000.

Estimate the Population.

They reach this estimate by adding
23.06 per cent to the population of the
District in October, 1917. At that
time it was 395,497. The number of
street car fares jumped 33.06 per cent
from October, 1917, to October, 1918,
and the District heads figure this
would be a fair rate of increase by
which to determine the city’s growth.
it indicates a total population in Oc-
tober last of 526,248.

High compliment is pald by the
 Commiesioners to the work of Maj.
Daniel J. Donovan, as acting adjutant
general for the draft In the District;
Clarence R. Wilson, as food adminis-
trator; William H. Baldwin, as chalr-
man of the District Counecil of De-
fense, and others who have engaged
in important war work in the Dis-
trict.

Text of Report.

The full text of the report submitted
to Congress today follows:

To the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of Ameri-
ca in Congress assembled:

At required by a clause in section
12 of “An act providing a permanent
form of government for the District
of Columbia,” approved June 11, 1878
(20 Stat, 108), and by section 9 of
“An act making appropriations for
sundry civil expenses of the govern-
ment for the fiscal year ending June
20, 1915, end for other purposes,” ap-
proved August 1, 1914, the Commis-
sioners of the District of Columbia
submit herewith a report of the offi-
cial operations of the government of
the District of Columbla during the
fiscal year ended Junpe 30, 1918.

The Commissioners have prefaced
4this report with an abstract of the

portions of the reports of the sewveral
branches of the District government,
which they deem of exceptional in-
terest to the publlic, and with com-
ments and recommendations which
mpmont and gress. in :l? ul:
pro ]

- of the affzirs intrusted

to their supervision.

Mr, Gardiger Sworn In.

On October 9, 1917, Commissionsr
W, Gwynn Gardiner took the oath of
office as one of the Commisaloners of
the District of Columbis, for the term
ending July 13, 1919, and entered on
duty as such, as successor to former
Commissioner Oliver P2ck Newman,
who had resigned to accept an ap-
pointment as an officer in the Na-
tional Army. On the eame day Com-
missioner Louis Brownlow was
chosen of the board.

D eoe Board of Coummission

on the . Commission
'l“'e%mlltd of Commissioner

society, at

ers
EBrownlow, John D.
Knight and issioner Oliver Peck
Newman, un ber 9, 1917, and
sinoe Octebsr § last of the firet-named

§15,928,819 ASKED
FOR DISTRICT FOR
FISCAL YEAR1920

Economy Feature of Esti-
mates Submitted to Con-
gress by Commissioners.

ADDITIONAL POLICEMEN
AND TEACHERS PROVIDED

No General Permanent Salary In-
‘creases Sought—$1,.370,318 for
Water Department.

' Estimates amounting to $15,928,51¢
for the maintenance of the District
Eovernment and development of the
Capital city during the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1920, were submitted
to Congress today by the District
Commissioners. This includes the ap-
propriations for the water depart-
ment. Exclusive of the water depart-
ment appropriations, the estimates
amount to $15,645,269.

Economy has been the watchword
of the District Commissioners in
framing the estimates, while at the
same time they have been careful to
include necessary items to meet the
changed conditions in the District.

Increases in the number of employes
have been recommended in the esti-
mates. Increases In salary to em-
ployes have been recommended in =
geparate memorandum sent to the
Becretary of the Treasury, in accord-
ance with an executive order. The
proposed increases in salary amount
to about $1,600,000. All proposed sal-
ary increases for the federal govern-
ment employes, a5 well as for the
District employes, have been submit-
ted separately from the regular esti-
mates to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, s0 that it will be possible for
him to make a survey of all the pro-
posed increases in salary.

$788,300.34 Over Current Year..

The current appropriation act car-
ried a total of $15,140,518.66, including
water service appropriations. The es-
timates for the coming year, there-
fore, are just $788,300.34 more than the
appropriations for the flscal year 1919.
The estimates submitted by the Com-
missioners last year amounted tu
$17,502,324.99,

The Commissioners show that esti-
mates chargeable to the general reve-
nues of the District are $15,781,25%.
and those chargeabls to the revenues

of Ta“ : ~department, §$147,560.

- of the Dis-
trict which will be available to meet
appr DAL es of the

Vel ict, exclusive
of ths waisr.ds EVenUER are
$9,72%,8300. ¥itom this sum the Com-

missioners have deducted estimated
appropriations paid wholly from the
Distriet revenues, leaving $9,299,150
available to be appropriated under the
half-and-half plan of meeting the Dis-
trict government’s expenses, the fed-
eral government matching dollar for
dollar with the District. If the Com-
missioners had approved of expendings
the entire sum their estimates would
have reached $18,598,301 for the half-
and-half appropriations.

Legislative Provisions,

The Commissioners have Included =
number of lugislative provisioas,
among them one for “Americanization
wurk.” Under this provision $12,000
is to be appropriated to Americanize

foreign residents of the District In
both day and night classes in the pub-
lic schools. A principal who shall give
his full time to this work is estinrated
for at $2,500 a year. Teachers and
janitors of the Americanization achool=
may also be teachers and janitors of
the day schools.

The Commisgioners have recom-
mended an increase of 129 public
school teachers, divided among the
various classes.

In the police department recom-
mendation is made for three a=-
gistant superintendents at $2,500 each,
instead of one; for twelve captains
at $2,000, instead eleven; for an
additional property clerk at $2,000,
for seven additional lieutenants, for
three additional ssrgeants, for sixty-
six additional privates and ten addi-
tional drivers,

For the fire department six Inspec-
tors are provided, instead of two un-
der the existing law.

Other Changes Urged.

Some of the other changes in the
existing law recommended by the
Commissioners are as follows:

Personal tax board, three assistant

assessors instead of two.

Provision for the warious markets
and market masters is included in
estimates for the office of the super-
intendent of welghts and measures.

Under the requests of the Public
Utilities Commission the proviso in
existing law that nmo perszon shall be
employed at s rate of compensation
ln:xeusot“.ﬂﬂaayurumen
ok -

For the minimum wage board, ap-
pointed under authority of the law
enacted at the last session of Con-
gress to establish minimum wages
for women and minors employed In
the Distriot, the sum of $5,000 is rec-
ommended, of which $2,600 is to pay
the salary of the secretary.

For the Publio Library provision is
made for a number of additional em-
ployes, including a director of refer-
ence work at $1.600, a chief of di-
vision of fine arts at $1,200, a di-
rector of library tralning class at
$1,500, & supe of binding at
$1,200, a shelf lister at $1,020, a shel’
curator &nd head page at $1,020, and
several other minor employes, i

For the purchase of a site for the

street yard for stables, store
yards, etc, $200,000. The =ite is to
m‘.:&tnln from 100,000 to 150,000 square

¥or Streets and Avenues.
for the work of streets and avenues
and for the construction of suburbas:

R T

.Fo t?omﬂrntmulnn
r =
nues the estimates carry 3J376,000.

whiclr 1s the same as the gurrent ap-
propriations, and for repairs of
suburban roads the estimates arc
$250,000, an incru.sf tc;t $560,000 over'
the current appropriation. r

For completing the replacement of
fenders of the highway bridge across’
the Potomao river, §25,000.

For emergency work duoe to war

Munuﬂdll':ln.
?ﬁ:"m::"'t li‘." and another ol
$150, . -
For sewers the total estimated i»
$511,000, as sgainst $663,000 for the'
m %




